Embryonic and fetal hemoglobin synthesis in K562 cell line.
K562 cell line was grown in liquid suspension and in plasma clot cultures. Morphological studies revealed the presence of a minority of cells, which were identified as erythroblasts. However, the majority of the cells remained unidentified. Biochemical studies confirmed the synthesis of hemoglobin by K562 cells. The pattern of hemoglobin (Hb) production was of the embryonic type, with the presence of small amount of fetal Hb. The addition of several inducers, like Epo and butyrate, was unable to modify the pattern of Hb production of K562. In contrast, the addition of hemin increased the synthesis of Hb and stimulated the synthesis of fetal Hb and probably adult Hb.